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IN THE MATTER OF
the Utilities Commission Act, RSBC 1996, Chapter 473

and

Application for Participant Assistance/Cost Awards
in Pacific Northern Gas (NE) Ltd. Application for Changes to the 2015 Revenue Stabilization Adjustment
Mechanism Rate Riders for the Fort St. John/Dawson Creek and Tumbler Ridge Divisions

BEFORE: C. A.Brown, Panel Chair/Commissioner
K. A. Keilty, Commissioner June 16, 2015
D. M. Morton, Commissioner

ORDER
WHEREAS:

A. By OrderG-72-07 datedJuly5, 2007, the British Columbia Utilities Commission (Commission) approved
Participant Assistance/Cost Award (PACA) Guidelines, included as Appendix A to the Order. Pursuant to the
PACA Guidelines, an application foracost award must be made by filinga written application with the
Commission within thirty days following the last day of a proceeding;

Fort St. John/Dawson Creek Division

B. On December15, 2014, by Order G-197-14, the Commission, pursuantto sections 89 and 90 of the Utilities
Commission Act (UCA), approved on an interim basis, effectiveJanuary 1, 2015, the increase inthe Pacific
Northern Gas (N.E.) Ltd. [PNG (NE)] Fort St. John/Dawson Creek division (FSJ/DC) Revenue Stabilization
Adjustment Mechanism (RSAM) credit rate rider, applicable to residential and small commercial customers,
from $0.022/GJ to $0.068/GJ;

C. On March 9, 2015, PNG (NE) FSJ/DCfiled asubmission seekingamong other things, Commission approval to
withdraw its 2015 Revenue Requirements Application (2015 FSJ/DCRRA) and retain the delivery rates
approved underthe 2014 Negotiated Settlement Process for 2015 and retract the change to the FSJ/DC
division RSAM,;

D. On March 27, 2015, by Order G-50-15, the Commission directed PNG (NE) to retract the 2015 FSJ/DCRRA
and refund orrecoverfrom customers, as the case may be, the difference between the interim and
permanent FSJ/DCRSAMrate riderat the average prime rate of PNG (NE)’s principal bank forits most
recentyear;
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TumblerRidge Division

E.

On December 15, 2014, by Order G-196-14A, the Commission, pursuantto sections 89and 90 of the UCA,
approved onan interim basis, effective January 1, 2015 for PNG (NE) Tumbler Ridge (TR), the RSAMrate
ridersetforthin the 2015 TR Revenue Requirements Application (2015TR RRA) on an interim basis,
effectivelanuary 1, 2015;

On March 9, 2015, PNG(NE) filed arequest seeking Commission approvalto withdraw the 2015 TR RRA and
the TR RSAM raterider;

On March 27, 2015, by Order G-49-15, the Commission directed PNG (NE) to retract the 2015 TR RRA and
refund or recoverfrom customers, as the case may be, the difference between the interim and permanent
TR RSAM rate riderat the average prime rate of PNG (NE)’s principal bank forits mostrecent year;

Fort St. John/Dawson Creek and Tumbler Ridge Divisions

H.

On March 10, 2015, PNG (NE) filed its 2015 RSAM application forthe FSJ/DCand TR divisions (Application)
with the Commission, pursuant to sections 59 to 61 of the UCA. PNG (NE) sought Commission approval of
the 2015 PNG (NE) FSJ/DCRSAM creditrate rideron a permanent basis, effective January 1, 2015, of
$0.146/GJ annualized, as setoutin section 2 of the Application;

The Application also requested approval of the PNG (NE) TR RSAM debit rate rider, on a permanent basis,
effectiveJanuary 1, 2015, of $0.456/GJ annualized, as setoutin section 2 of the Application;

The effective date of January 1, 2015 for the 2015 PNG (NE) FSJ/DCRSAM creditrate riderand the 2015 TR
RSAM debitrate rider constitute retroactive ratemaking and was not approved by the Commission;

On April 17, 2015, PNG (NE) filed asubmission requesting that the Commission vary Commission Orders
G-49-15 and G-50-15. On April 20, 2015, the Commissionissued aletterinvitingintervenersubmissions on
thisissue by Thursday, April 23, 2015 and PNG (NE)’s reply submission (if any) by Monday, April 27, 2015;

The British Columbia Old Age Pensioners’ Organization, Active Support Against Poverty, Disability Alliance
BC, Council of Senior Citizens’ Organizations of BC, and the Tenant Resource and Advisory Centre (BCOAPO
et al) fileditsintervenersubmission on April 23,2015 and PNG (NE) filed its reply submission April 27, 2015;

The Commission issued Order G-70-15 on May 1, 2015 approvingthe Application;

On May 6, 2015, the Commissionreceived a PACA application from BCOAPO et al, a registered intervenerin
the proceeding;

Pursuantto the PACA Guidelines, PNG was provided an opportunity tocomment on the PACA application

from BCOAPO et al. By email dated May 6, 2015, PNG noted thatit foundthe feesand expensesto be
reasonable; and
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P. The Commissionreviewed the PACA application with regard to the criteriaand rates setout inthe PACA
Guidelinesappended to Commission Order G-72-07 and concludes that the requested costaward should be
approved forthe PACA applicationinthe proceeding.

NOW THEREFORE pursuantto section 118(1) of the Utilities Commission Act the British Columbia Utilities
Commission orders as follows:

1. The British Columbia Old Age Pensioners’ Organization, Active Support Against Poverty, Disability Alliance
BC, Council of Senior Citizens’ Organizations of BC, and the Tenant Resource and Advisory Centre isawarded
$1,302.55, with respectto its participationinthe process forthe application by Pacific Northern Gas Ltd. for
Approval of the Changes tothe 2015 Revenue Stabilization Adjustment Mechanism Rate Riders forthe Fort
St. John/Dawson Creek and Tumbler Ridge Divisions.

2. PacificNorthern Gas Ltd. is directed to reimburse the British Columbia Old Age Pensioners’ Organization,

Active Support Against Poverty, Disability Alliance BC, Council of Senior Citizens’ Organizations of BC, and
the Tenant Resource and Advisory Centre is forthe amount that has been awardedin a timely manner.

DATED at the City of Vancouver, in the Province of British Columbia, this 16" day of June 2015.
BY ORDER
Original signed by:

C. A. Brown
Commissioner
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