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ORDER NUMBER
F-13-16

IN THE MATTER OF
the Utilities Commission Act, RSBC 1996, Chapter 473

and
Applications for Participant Assistance/Cost Awards

in the FortisBC Inc. Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and
Necessity for the Kootenay Operations Centre

BEFORE:
C. A. Brown, Panel Chair/Commissioner
I. F. MacPhail, Commissioner
R. D. Revel, Commissioner

on May 5, 2016

ORDER

WHEREAS:

A.

OnJuly9, 2015, FortisBCInc. (FBC) appliedto the British Columbia Utilities Commission (Commission),
pursuantto sections 45 and 46 of the Utilities Commission Act (UCA), for a Certificate of Public Convenience
and Necessity (CPCN) forthe construction of anew operations centre located inthe Castlegararea(the
Application);

By Order G-124-15, the Commission established a regulatory timetable forthe review of the Application
including two rounds of written information requests and written final submissions;

By Order C-2-16, dated March 4, 2016, the Commission granted a CPCN forthe project;

The following participants filed Participant Assistance/Cost Award (PACA) applications with the Commission
withrespectto their participationinthe proceeding:

DATE PARTICIPANT REQUEST
December 16, 2015 | British Columbia Old Age Pensioners’ Organization etal. (BCOAPOQ) $6,266.01
January 12, 2016 Commercial Energy Consumers Association of British Columbia (CEC) | $15,280.14
January 6, 2016 Industrial Customers Group (ICG) $13,450.50

By letterdated April 28, 2016, FBC stated that ithad reviewed the PACA applications and has nocomment
on the PACA applications of BCOAPO and CEC. With regard to the ICG application, FBC notes that Mr. Hobbs’
professionalservices invoice contains only totals and believes that ICGshould be required to provide the
same level of supporting documentation intheir PACA application as do other participantsin orderto be
eligible foracost award;
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F. The Commissionreviewed the PACA applications and the FBC submission with regard tothe criteriaand
rates set outin the PACA Guidelines and concludes that the requested cost award amounts are
proportionate to the work completed by the participants.

NOW THEREFORE pursuantto section 118(1) of the Utilities Commission Act and for the Reasons for Decision
attached as Appendix Atothis order, the Commission approves:

1. Participant Assistance/Cost Awardsinthe followingamounts with respectto their participationinthe
FortisBCInc. Application fora Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the Kootenay Operations

Centre:
PARTICIPANT AWARD
British Columbia Old Age Pensioners’ Organization etal. $6,266.01
Commercial Energy Consumers Association of British Columbia $15,280.14
Industrial Customers Group $13,450.50
TOTAL $34,996.65

2. FortisBClnc.is directed toreimburse the above-noted participants forthe awarded amountsinatimely
manner.

DATED at the City of Vancouver, in the Province of British Columbia, this 5" day of May 2016.
BY ORDER
Original signed by:

C. A.Brown
Commissioner
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Applications for Participant Assistance/Cost Awards

in the FortisBC Inc. Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and
Necessity for the Kootenay Operations Centre

REASONS FOR DECISION

1.0 INDUSTRIAL CUSTOMERS GROUP PACA APPLICATION

The Panel acknowledges FortisBCInc.’s comments with regards to Industrial Customers Group’s (1CG) Participant
Assistance/Cost Award (PACA) application and agreesitis customary for PACA applications to contain more
detailed information than which was provided Mr. Hobbs’ professional services invoice. Nonetheless, the Panel
findsthatICG’s applicationisinaccordance with the PACA guidelines. The Panel evaluated the application based
on the PACA criteriaand on the whole findsitto be reasonable. ICG and other participants who make PACA
applicationsinthe future are encouraged to provide detailed invoices in the firstinstance in the spirit of
transparency andin supportof the publicinterest.

The Panel notes that the total amountICG has requested forcounsel feesis arguably disproportionate, however,
giventhe relatively low request for consultant fees, the Paneldoes not find the application onthe whole to be
unreasonable.
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