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ORDER NUMBER
R-13-20

IN THE MATTER OF
the Utilities Commission Act, RSBC 1996, Chapter 473

and
British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority
Mandatory Reliability Standard Assessment North American Electric Reliability Corporation
COVID-19 Compliance Response
BEFORE:
W. M. Everett, QC, Panel Chair
E. B. Lockhart, Commissioner

onJuly 2, 2020

ORDER

WHEREAS:

A.

On June 17, 2020, British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority (BC Hydro) submitted to the British Columbia
Utilities Commission (BCUC), its assessment of the proposed delayed effective dates for fourteen Mandatory
Reliability Standards (MRS) identified by the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) in an
informational letter to the BCUC dated April 24, 2020 (NERC Letter) (Report). In the Report, BC Hydro
recommended delaying the effective dates for six of the fourteen MRS that currently have implementation
dates in British Columbia (BC) in the second half of 2020, due to the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic;

On March 18, 2020, the United States (US) Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and NERC
provided industry guidance to ensure grid reliability amid potential COVID-19 impacts (Guidance);

On March 19, 2020, the BCUC issued Letter L-11-20 to all Entities registered with the British Columbia
Mandatory Reliability Standards Program (MRS Program), advising that the BCUC is using regulatory
discretion that aligns with measures in the Guidance, and that the BCUC will consider the impact of the
COVID-19 outbreak for specific aspects of compliance with MRS, as specified in Letter L-11-20. Letter L-11-20
included Direction to ensure Bulk Electric System (BES) reliability amid potential COVID-19 virus impacts and
related compliance with MRS;

On April 6, 2020, NERC filed a motion with FERC to defer the implementation, by three to six months, of
reliability standards scheduled to become effective in whole or in part during the second half of 2020
(Motion). FERC granted that Motion on April 17, 2020;

In the NERC Letter, NERC indicated registered entities in the US were granted deferral of three to six months
for reliability standards with implementation dates scheduled to become effective in the US in the second
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half of 2020 and suggested the BCUC also consider a three to six month delay for fourteen MRS scheduled to
go into effect in the second half of 2020 in BC;

Aware of the Motion and in connection with the NERC Letter, and in consideration of its responsibilities
outlined in the Utilities Commission Act (UCA) to assess reliability standards including effective dates in BC,
BC Hydro sent a request for feedback to Registered Entities in the MRS Program requesting them to
comment on the deferral of effective dates of MRS identified in the NERC Letter; and

Pursuant to section 125.2(5) of the UCA, if the BCUC receives a report under section 125.2(3) of the UCA, the
BCUC must make the report available to the public in a reasonable manner, and for a reasonable period of
time and consider any comments in response to the report.

NOW THEREFORE pursuant to sections 58 to 61 of the UCA, the BCUC orders as follows:

1. A written comment process is established for the review of the Report in accordance with the Regulatory
Timetable as set out in Appendix A to this order.

2. BCHydrois directed to have the Report available on its external website and notify all Entities registered in
the British Columbia Mandatory Reliability Standards Program of the review process by providing them with
a copy of this order and/or the link on the BCUC’s website within five business days of the date of this order.

DATED at the City of Vancouver, in the Province of British Columbia, this 2nd day of July 2020.

BY ORDER

Original Signed By:

W. M. Everett, QC
Commissioner

Attachment
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APPENDIX A
to Order R-13-20

British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority

Mandatory Reliability Standard Assessment North American Electric Reliability Corporation
COVID-19 Compliance Response

REGULATORY TIMETABLE

Action Date (2020)

Written Public and Registered Entities‘comments to the BCUC Friday, July 10
and BC Hydro on the COVID-19 Compliance Response

BC Hydro Reply Comments Friday, July 17
BCUC Information Request (IR) No. 1 (if necessary) Friday, July 24
BC Hydro Responses to BCUC IR No. 1 (if necessary) Wednesday, August 5
Further Regulatory Process To Be Determined
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